
2025 U.S. Challenges - 
Economy and Immigration
Answers to put into the study guide for U.S. and 

Canada test!~



Americans worry about the economy and prices rising faster than 
income.  There are many causes of inflation and poverty.  The U.N. 
definition of poverty is not having enough $ for clean water, healthy 
food, education, shelter and health care.  What is the U.S. definition??



How much does a family earn to be considered “poor” in the 

U.S.A.?  $32,150/year or less for a family of 4  (2025 stats)

$15,650/year or less for a single person

¼ of all jobs in the USA pay UNDER this amount/year.

Federal Minimum wage 

is $7.25

If you work full-time @ 

$7.25/hour, you will 

earn $15,080/year 



3.        ___ % of Americans are “poor” by this definition and are 
eligible for government help called welfare = (low cost 
housing, free daycare, food (EBT credit card) and health 
care) as of 2024

10-13



69% of people getting help are children, elderly, or disabled. 
Able-bodied adults with no kids to support cannot_get welfare.  
Some people have a stereotype that poor people don’t work.



4.  ___% of poor Americans DO have jobs, but they don’t pay enough to 

provide all they need.  Of these poor Americans,   

95 

There is a negative 
stereotype that 
people on welfare 
do not have jobs 
and do not try to 
work, but it’s not 
often the case.

73% work full-time, another 

22% work part-time, and 

5% do not work.



The chronically 
Homeless 
Americans that live 
on the streets ARE 
eligible for all this 
help, but they 
sometimes struggle 
with mental health 
&/or addiction 
problems that 
prevent them from 
accessing it!



Wages have not kept up with inflation/costs and the middle class has 
been shrinking for 50 years.  MORE RICH and MORE POOR now!!!





Wealth Inequality in the U.S. Video - 2 min

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdqxBNgnmxU&t=214


Most U.S. jobs that pay above “poverty wages” require some education 
or training past High School, but the cost of college in the U.S. is higher 
than any other 1st world country and rising WAY faster than inflation, and 
the interest rate on college loans is super high, aso even if people go to 
school they have big debts. 



U.S. college costs way more than most other industrialized countries -

U.S. private college = 
$23,000 (for profit) 
- $37,000 (nonprofit)
U.S.         $14,000    
Japan     $11,900
Australia $7,600  
Canada    $5,900,  
England   $5,288,   
New Zealand 
& Netherlands  $3,100
Finland    $1,200  
Germany $930
Sweden, Norway, 
France $600
Denmark $530





Why has the cost of college has risen faster than other things?

Less tax $ going to colleges to keep prices down; lots spent on research 
vs. teaching and on  athletics...



Why is college more expensive now?  Less 
taxpayer $ helping



$ millions in college tuition pays for athletics, not education!  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guHL1pNtVS8


Another thing more expensive in the U.S. than any other country is 
health care. This 4 minute video compares our system to Canada’s :  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlLekFZYGEA


We have lost good paying skilled jobs that do not require post high 
school training. Where did they go? 

Factories are now in other countries where people will work for 
less. Computers/tech replaced people,  and immigrants will do the 
jobs that are still here for less $, which lowers wages for everyone.  





Meat packing plants used to pay a great wage; now they are done for 
minimum wage by immigrants



2. Concern about immigration is another main issue in 2025. 
The President sets the # of people who can legally immigrate here 
every year so it changes.  Currently: 375,000 in 2025

How many undocumented immigrants are here NOW without 
permission?  Estimate: 14 million



Most immigrants come here to                                            since many 
countries are poor and dangerous.  Most are here to commit crimes, 
although Americans fear the one who are                                                
Why don’t undocumented immigrants just apply to come here legally? 
there aren’t enough “slots”

work or find a better life  

terrorists or drug smugglers. 



How is President Trump trying to reduce the large number of 
undocumented immigrants as promised is in his election campaign?
Spending $170 billion taxpayer dollars to hire 20,000+ additional  I.C.E. 
agents to find and deport them.  



In what ways do people think the Ice agents have "gone too far"?
A. Some use tricky & violent tactics.  22 people died in 
ICE custody so far in 2025.  Not filing proper paperwork 
to track arrests. Wearing masks to hide identities… Some 
people are posing as ICE agents and kidnapping/hurting 
people which is easy to do when real ICE agents are hard 
to identify

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWA7rRtbyh8


3 minute video on I.C.E. agents 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QUG8czGScU&t=395


B. ICE has Arrested &/or harrassed thousands of LEGAL 
immigrants and 170 U.S.  citizens - including being 
dragged, tackled, beaten, tased and shot.(click each for details!)

Click HERE to read MORE about these cases

https://ij.org/press-release/us-citizen-and-army-veteran-submits-claims-for-unconstitutional-immigration-detention/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQV6UraLvrc
https://keyt.com/news/ventura-county/2025/06/17/u-s-citizen-held-by-ice-released/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNX-R1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFpRmJBTVd1bWo1RmlwbHIzAR6tmB1XSL8T5qzJ29VshJqzHl8yNFKGHBeJEIk4VM5DrfIu1Qb49FFxt_pezQ_aem_x4YB63-Wxvh_XWsxVxSNfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByxrHjdPf2M
https://www.wbez.org/public-safety/2025/10/07/marimar-martinez-anthony-ian-santos-ruiz-border-patrol-shooting-brighton-park
https://www.propublica.org/article/immigration-dhs-american-citizens-arrested-detained-against-will#:~:text=ProPublica's%20count%20also%20includes:%20*%20Nearly%2020,agents%20since%20those%20involved%20a%20judicial%20process


5.5 min video on a Native American Actress harassed by I.C.E.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aX4c1Ki_vSU


C. ICE agents put detainees in overcrowded & inhumane 
detention centers: super hot or cold, lights on 24/7, solitary 
confinement in a 2x2 foot box, overflowing toilets, long 
term shackling, ..lacking medical care



LEGAL immigrants who were put in detention centers and 
treated bad :( 10 minute video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4X0hI40a8A


D. The government 
said they were going 
to focus on 
undocumented 
CRIMINALS, but 
they are actually 
deporting mostly 
otherwise 
law-abiding 
undocumented 
people 



19 minute video about ICE and Immigration for extra 
credit on your own time - no time in class

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UznGbkMcEGw


Ways America is GREAT already!  5 minute video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGS90uRQOpY


Extra Info on Poverty/Income in U.S. on next 
several slides for extra credit or curiosity!







Click HERE to read more about how much college 
tuition is used on athletics instead of academics

Click HERE 
to learn 
more about 
where the 
college 
money goes 
and where it 
comes from 
OTHER than 
tuition/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1876gdciJ0_1qwIxdiDgxl3DTjJC5whXkYldIu1afiNM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1876gdciJ0_1qwIxdiDgxl3DTjJC5whXkYldIu1afiNM/edit
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/
http://radioopensource.org/college-budgets/


CEO’s in the 
U.S. make 350 
times as much 
money as their 
average 
workers.
Why?  Video on 
next slide...



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ-VreCYAKU


a.Many of the Super Rich 
(people and corporations) avoid 
paying taxes because they find 
a variety of “loopholes” ways to 
hide their money, such as 
putting it in banks that are out 
of the country, or “moving” the 
company headquarters to a 
foreign country. (see video on 
next slide and info on the 
following slides)

How do the Super Rich keep 
getting richer?

TRILLIONS OF AMERICAN $ is 
“hidden” in other countries. 



U.S. Company Headquarters “leaving” the  US to avoid 
paying taxes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-o-zPXB_F6Y


















Rich Get Richer:

B.  Super rich can 
borrow money at a 
cheaper rate.  
Ordinary people 
have to borrow 
their money and 
pay it back plus 
interest at higher 
rates (4 - 20%). 
But the banks 
borrow billions of 
$ from the “federal 
reserve” at 0%



Rich Get Richer:

C.  Bailouts: When average Americans cannot pay their bills, 

(such as a house loan) they lose their homes/property.  BIG BANKS  

made bad investments and were about to go bankrupt, but the U.S. 

government “bailed them out” and lent them billions of dollars 

(our tax dollars) without charging them any interest.  Big 

corporations also got billion dollar bailouts with our tax $$



Why do the laws favor the rich so much?
Super Rich lobby the government to allow these “tricks” to stay 
legal.  Some Super Rich ARE the government.

OCCUPY 
WALLSTREET 
PROTESTS


