Culturally responsive teaching means using students’ customs,
characteristics, experience, and perspectives as tools for better
classroom instruction.The term was coined by researcher Geneva Gay in
2000, who wrote that “when academic knowledge and skills are situated
within the lived experiences and frames of reference for students, they
are more personally meaningful, have higher interest appeal, and are
learned more easily and thoroughly.”
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Culturally Responsive Teaching

Most educators acknowledge that a one-size-fits-all approach to teaching is ineffective, and a more student-

centered approach is necessary for student success. Culturally responsive teaching incorporates and centers
unique student experiences and identities, supporting educators to build learning partnerships that result in

increased student engagement and ownership of learning
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