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Subject 17.4 Introduction to Ethnic Studies Curriculum Adoption Recommendation

Type Action/Vote

Preferred Date Mar 26, 2025

Absolute Date Mar 26, 2025

Fiscal Impact Yes

Dollar Amount 109,865.00

Budgeted Yes

Budget Source Lottery Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program

Recommended
Action

Staff recommends the Ethnic Studies Teachers' Edition as well as student digital
licenses for Newsela ELA + California Ethnic Studies Collection (2024, Newsela) for a
one-year term of contract.

Background
Introduction to Ethnic Studies was introduced this academic school year 2024/25 and was made available to all 9th-
grade students.  The course will be a requirement for the 2025-26 school year, and we are excited to offer it as an
option to all 9th-grade students one (1) year ahead of the state-mandated graduation requirement. AB-101 was
amended and passed in the Fall of 2021.  This graduation requirement takes effect for the graduating class of 2029-
2030.
 
Section 132 of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill (Assembly Bill 130) for the 2021-22 California State
Budget appropriated $50 million from the General Fund for allocation to school districts, county offices of education,
charter schools, and state special schools serving pupils in grades nine (9) to twelve (12).  Funds were allocated on a
per-pupil basis to support the creation or expansion of ethnic studies course offerings.  Fremont Unified School District
(FUSD) received an allocation of $264,996.00.
 
FUSD has offered Ethnic Studies as an upper-level elective course since 2003.  This course remains active in the
course catalog at multiple sites.  The 2013 Ethnic Studies Committee recommended Racial and Ethnic
Groups (2012) by Pearson, Race, Class, and Gender in the United States (2014) by Worth Publishers, and A
Different Mirror for Young People: A History of Multicultural America (2012) by Back Bay Books.
 
In the spring of 2023, Curriculum & Instruction staff initiated listening sessions with current students enrolled in
Ethnic Studies and elicited feedback about course content, length, and grade level.  Rather than contracting out with
an agency, the Steering Group utilized grant funding to create a new position to aid in the professional learning,
development, adoption, and communication of Ethnic Studies.  In the spring of 2023, the FUSD School Board
approved the job description, and a teacher on special assignment was hired.
 
During the 2023/24 school year, a network of current and former Ethnic Studies teachers has met regularly to develop
a framework and curriculum that is aligned to the Ethnic Studies model curriculum and aligned to standards for both
Social Studies and English Language Arts.
 
Current Status
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Motion & Voting

During the 2024/25 school year, the Ethnic Studies teacher network has continued to meet and refine recommended
lessons and best practices.  They have also reviewed available curricular options.
 
Curriculum that the Ethnic Studies team considered:

Newsela ELA + California Ethnic Studies Collection (2024, Newsela)
Actively Learn (2024, McGraw)
Voices (2024, Gibbs-Smith)

 
The adoption committee opted to pilot Newsela California Ethnic Studies Collection (digital) as well as Voices (text and
digital).
 
These materials were made available to the public and the board for review from 1/17/25-2/28/25.  A feedback form
was available for all community partners to provide feedback.  The Adoption Committee considered the feedback in
their recommendation. 
 
At the March 12th meeting of the Fremont Unified Board of Education, the board directed staff to reopen the public
feedback form and publicize the opportunity to review the curriculum.  Direction was also given to return with a one-
year quote for board consideration.
 
Staff requests that the Board approve the amended recommendation for Intro to Ethnic Studies Curriculum for grade
9. 
 
Staff recommends the Ethnic Studies Teachers' Edition as well as student digital licenses for Newsela ELA +
California Ethnic Studies Collection (2024, Newsela) for a one-year term of contract.
 
Policy Implications
The proposed action is consistent with the existing Board of Education Policy and Administrative Regulations 6161.1
Section of the Instructional & Library Materials.
 
Prepared by:  Corey Brown, Director of Curriculum & Instruction
 
 
 
 

Staff recommends the Ethnic Studies Teachers' Edition as well as student digital licenses for Newsela ELA +
California Ethnic Studies Collection (2024, Newsela) for a one-year term of contract.

Student Board Member votes in favor of the motion.

Motion by Dianne Jones, second by Sharon Coco.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Larry Sweeney, Dianne Jones, Sharon Coco, Vivek Prasad, Rinu Nair
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