UC Berkeley Faculty Statement of Solidarity with Palestinians
October 16, 2023

To sign: https://forms.gle/QEEKh4iyatZi1KAAG

We faculty members and scholars at UC Berkeley stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people
in Gaza facing genocidal Israeli state violence. We stand in solidarity with our fellow educators
in occupied Palestine who have renewed their call for international academic institutions to stand
with, and not against, the subjugated, brutalized, displaced, and terrorized Palestinian people.

As of this writing, and growing by the hour, Israeli military operations have killed a reported
2,670 civilians in Gaza, over half of them children. The World Health Organization warns that
only 24 hours of water, electricity, and fuel are left in the Gaza Strip. Israeli air strikes continue
to hit the Rafah border crossing. Due to the blockade and continuous shelling, specific figures
are impossible to confirm. Journalists in the area are threatened. We refuse to remain silent as we
watch a systematic genocide underway, supported by the United States government.

We insist on the recognition of the dignity and value of Palestinian lives and of the right of
Palestinian people to demand liberation. As educators who have spent our careers dedicated to
humanistic learning and critical thinking, we are appalled by the constant dehumanization,
dehistoricization, and devaluation of Palestinian life. We refuse the specious framing of Israel's
overwhelming violence against Palestinians as simply retaliatory. To do so deliberately elides
and denies decades of constant, ongoing, documented settler-colonial dispossession, oppression,
and brutalization of the indigenous Palestinians by the occupying Israeli state. This is an
abdication of scholarly and ethical responsibility. Such framing also ignores the fact that major
human rights organizations Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and B’tselem classified

Israel in 2021 as an apartheid state because of its extreme structural racism against Palestinians
and the flagrant privileging of Israeli Jews over Palestinians across all the lands occupied and
controlled by Israel.

The decontextualization of the Palestinian people goes hand in hand with their dehumanization.
And the dehumanization of Palestinians is a key step toward their mass killing. This historical
moment has clear antecedents in how struggles against colonialism in Africa, Asia and the
Americas and slave revolts in North America have often been framed and demonized as
“barbaric” to justify further oppression.

The Gaza Strip in its current mangled geography is itself a product of the Nakba of 1948, when
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were expelled from their homes and villages in other parts
of Palestine to make way for the establishment of the Jewish state of Israel. In 1967, Israel
invaded and occupied the rest of Palestine including the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the


https://jewishcurrents.org/a-textbook-case-of-genocide
https://www.birzeit.edu/en/news/do-not-be-silent-about-genocide
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5141/2022/en/
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid

Gaza Strip, two decades before Hamas was founded. Then in 2007, Israel and Egypt, with the
support of the United States, commenced an inhumane blockade of Gaza that lasts until today.

We note that of the 2.2 million stateless inhabitants of the Gaza strip now suffering under
massive Israeli bombardments, 70% are themselves refugees and 43% are children under 18. The
structure of the resulting apartheid state renders Gazans systematically vulnerable to catastrophic
violence. In recent days, we have witnessed Israel's Defense Minister characterize Palestinians as
“human animals” and impose a complete siege on Gaza so as to block two million Palestinians
from accessing anything needed to survive: water, food, fuel, and basic medical supplies. We see
U.S. government officials assisting in plans to transfer Palestinians to Egypt—yet another effort to
expel Palestinians from their land as a continuation of the ongoing Nakba.

We are horrified by the premeditated genocidal violence and explicit calls for “annihilation”
directed at the population of Gaza. We invite all our colleagues and students, across disciplines
and irrespective of ethnicity or religion, to learn about Palestinian history and life. There can be
no justice for Palestinians without an end to apartheid, and there will be no end to apartheid so
long as so many tacitly or openly accept, condone and justify the ongoing structural and colonial
violence and discrimination against native Palestinians.

We believe that all human life has equal value. We will not pretend that the history and humanity
of the indigenous population of Palestine have no intrinsic value. We stand without hesitation
with our Palestinian and allied students, staff, and faculty of all faiths and nationalities who fight
for justice in Palestine. We note with alarm how many Palestinian, Muslim, Arab, and allied
students, staft, and faculty have been harassed and bullied without meaningful intervention by
UC campus leadership. We refuse the blatant mischaracterization of calls for Palestinian
liberation as antisemitism, which we abhor. We call for our colleagues working against
antisemitism to stand with us to demand justice for all oppressed and colonized people.

Signed,

Ussama Makdisi, Professor, Department of History

Samera Esmeir, Associate Professor, Department of Rhetoric

Keith P. Feldman, Associate Professor, Department of Ethnic Studies

Poulomi Saha, Associate Professor, Department of English

Anneka Lenssen, Associate Professor, Department of History of Art

Sugata Ray, Associate Professor, The History of Art Department and Department of South &
Southeast Asian Studies

Julia Bryan—Wilson, Professor, Department of History of Art

Leigh Raiford, Professor, Department of African American Studies

Angela Marino, Associate Professor, TDPS, Democracy + Media Lab


https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/10/israel-opt-israel-must-lift-illegal-and-inhumane-blockade-on-gaza-as-power-plant-runs-out-of-fuel/

Pablo Gonzalez, Continuing Lecturer, Chicanx and Latinx Studies

Minoo Moallem, Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies Department

Puck Engman, Assistant Professor, History

Ramsey McGlazer, Associate Professor, Department of Comparative Literature
Nasser Zakariya, Associate Professor, Department of Rhetoric

Fumi Okiji, Assistant Professor, Department of Rhetoric

Nora Jacobsen Ben Hammed, Assistant Professor of Islamic Thought, Middle Eastern Languages
and Cultures

Elora Shehabuddin, Professor, GWS and Global Studies

Jake Kosek, Associate Professor of Geography

Zoe Hamstead, Department of City + Regional Planning

Eric Stanley, Associate Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies

Amir Aziz, Gender and Women’s Studies

Meeta Rani Jha, Lecturer, Media Studies

Alastair Iles, Professor, Environmental Science, Policy & Management

Mario Telo, Professor of Rhetoric

Natalia Brizuela, Professor, Film & Media and Spanish & Portuguese

Paola Bacchetta, Department of Gender and Women’s Studies

James Vernon, Helen Fawcett Distinguished Professor of History

Salar Mameni, Assistant Professor, Department of Ethnic Studies

Aarti Sethi, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology

Cori Hayden, Professor of Anthropology

Harvey Dong, Lecturer, Ethnic Studies

Roshanak Kheshti, Associate Professor of Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies
Nicolas Pereda, Associate Professor, Film and Media

Mohamed Wajdi Ben Hammed, Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature
Vernadette Vicuiia Gonzalez, Professor, Ethnic Studies

Adam Benkato, Associate Professor, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures
Jeffrey Skoller, Professor Emeritus, Dept. Film & Media

Alex Saum-Pascual, Associate Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese
Juana Maria Rodriguez, Professor, Ethnic Studies

Nathalie Khankan, Continuing Lecturer, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures
Marianne Constable, Professor, Department of Rhetoric

Amel Belguith, Continuing Lecturer, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures
Ramona Naddaff, Associate Professor, Rhetoric

Damon Young, Associate Professor, French and Film & Media

Ana-Belén Redondo-Campillos, Continuing Lecturer, Department of Spanish & Portuguese
Christian O. Paiz, Associate Professor, Ethnic Studies

Tina K. Sacks, Associate Professor, School of Social Welfare

Khalid Kadir, Continuing Lecturer, UC Berkeley



Anne-Lise Francois, Associate Professor, English and Comparative Literature

Grace Lavery, UC Berkeley

Nathaniel Wolfson, Spanish and Portuguese

Al-An deSouza, Professor, Art Practice

Asad Q. Ahmed, Magistretti Distinguished Professor, MELC

Soraya Tlatli, Associate Professor, French

Daniel Boyarin, Taubman Professor of Talmudic Culture (emeritus)

Michael Mark Cohen, Associate Teaching Professor of American Studies and African American
Studies, UCB

Patricia Baquedano-Lopez, Associate Professor, Education

Rita Lucarelli, Associate Professor of Egyptology, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures
Marcial Gonzalez, Emeritus

Joanna Picciotto, Associate Professor

Judith Butler, Distinguished Professor of the Graduate School, UC Berkeley

Angana P. Chatterji, Research Anthropologist and Co-chair, Political Conflict, Gender and
People’s Rights Initiative, Center for Race and Gender

Victoria Robinson, Lecturer, Department of Ethnic Studies

Wendy Brown, Professor Emeritus

Geoffrey G. O’Brien, Professor of English, UC Berkeley

Hannah Zeavin, Assistant Professor, Department of History & The Berkeley Center for New
Media

Ahmad Diab, Assistant Professor, Department of Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures
Janet Sorensen, Professor, Department of English

Leti Volpp, Professor, Law School

Bernadette Pérez, Assistant Professor, History, UC Berkeley

Rhiannon Welch, Associate Professor, Department of Italian Studies

Beth Piatote, Associate Professor, English and Comparative Literature

Solmaz Sharif, Assistant Professor, English, UC Berkeley

Anibel Ferus-Comelo, Continuing Lecturer, Public Policy

Cihan Tugal, Sociology, UC Berkeley

Dzovinar Derderian, Lecturer, Department of History

Charles Hirschkind, Professor, Department of Anthropology

Mel Y. Chen, Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies

Barbara A. Barnes, Lecturer, Gender & Women’s Studies, UC Berkeley

You-tien Hsing, Professor of Geography

Maureen C. Miller, Chancellor’s Distinguished Professor of History

Micah Khater, Assistant Professor, Department of African American Studies

Nasser Meerkhan, Assistant Professor, Spanish & Portuguese, MELC

Deniz Goktiirk, Professor, Department of German

Sharad Chari, Associate Professor, Department of Geography



Cathy Park Hong, Professor, English Department

Mara Loveman, Professor, Sociology

Dora Zhang, Associate Professor, English and Comparative Literature

Wali Ahmadi, Associate Professor, MELC

Diana Negrin, Lecturer

Stefania Pandolfo, Professor, UC Berkeley

Mark Griffith, Professor Emeritus of Ancient Greek and Roman Studies

Brandi Summers, Associate Professor, Geography

Tianna S. Paschel, Associate Professor, Department of African American Studies and Sociology
Brooke Lober, UC Berkeley Gender and Women’s Studies

Michael Burawoy, Professor Emeritus

Joel Wanek, Lecturer, Department of Geography

Meg Mills-Novoa, Assistant Professor, Energy & Resources Group/Environmental Science,
Policy and Management

Aglaya Glebova, Associate Professor, History of Art

Atreyee Gupta, Assistant Professor

Leslie Salzinger, Associate Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies

Shari Huhndorf, Professor of Native American Studies

Sima Belmar, Lecturer, Theater, Dance, & Performance Studies

Ricarda Hammer, Assistant Professor, Sociology

Asma Kazmi, Associate Professor, Art Practice

Jyothi Marbin, MD, HS Clinical Professor / Pediatrician

Michael Rodriguez-Muiiiz, Associate Professor of Sociology, UC Berkeley

Margaretta Lin, Lecturer, College of Environmental Design & Goldman School of Public Policy
Dr. Carlos Muiioz, Jr., Chancellor’s Public Scholar, Professor Emeritus, Department of Ethnic
Studies

Erika Weissinger, Assistant Professor of Practice

Carlos Norefia, Professor of History

Amin Azzam, MD, MA, HS Associate Clinical Professor, UC Berkeley - UCSF Joint Medical
Program

Leanna Lewis, Lecturer, School of Public Health

Katie Brooks, HS Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine

Michael Watts, Emeritus Professor, Geography

Kristin Hanson, Professor, Department of English

Courtney D Morris, Associate Professor, Gender and Women’s Studies

Anne Walsh, Professor, Art Practice

Peter Zinoman, Professor, History

Fred M. Dewitt, Lecturer, Berkeley Art Practice

Daniel Woolridge, Clinical Lecturing Faculty, Berkeley-UCSF

Felicita Norris, Lecturer, Art Practice Department



Gustavo Valbuena, HS Clinical Associate Professor, UC Berkeley-UCSF Joint Medical Program
Shelene Stine, Lecturer, BPH

Debarati Sanyal, Professor of French

Abigail De Kosnik, Associate Professor, Berkeley Center for New Media and Department of
Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies

Mores McWreath, Adjunct Professor, Art Practice and Film & Media

Chelsea Gregory, Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies

Luanne Redeye, Assistant Professor, Art Practice Department

Sai Balakrishnan, Associate Professor, Dept of City and Regional Planning

Seth Holmes, Professor, Environmental Science Policy Management

Hertha D. Sweet Wong, Professor of the Graduate School, English

Peter Glazer, Associate Professor, Department of Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies
Rebecca J. Ennals, Lecturer in Stage Management, TDPS

Joe Goode, UC Berkeley

Clare Talwalker, Continuing Lecturer

Munis D. Faruqui, Associate Professor, Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies
Lisandro Claudio, Associate Professor of Southeast Asian Studies

Sylvia Tiwon, Associate Professor, South and Southeast Asian Studies

Rahul Parson, Assistant Professor, Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies

James 1. Porter, Professor, Department of Rhetoric

Daniel Aldana Cohen, Assistant Professor of Sociology

SanSan Kwan, Professor, Dept of Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies

Fateme Montazeri, Lecturer, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures

Hatem Bazian, Lecturer, Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures and AAADS

Tom McEnaney, Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Spanish and Portuguese
Juanita Capri Brown, Lecturer, Goldman School of Public Policy

Tehmina Khan, Lecturer, College Writing Programs

Michael Mascarenhas, Professor, Environmental Science, Policy & Management

Isha Ray, Professor, ERG

Youjin Chung, Assistant Professor, Energy and Resources Group and Department of
Environmental Science, Policy, and Management

Nikki Jones, Professor of African American Studies, UC Berkeley

Tayyiba Bajwa, Clinical Supervising Attorney, International Human Rights Clinic, Berkeley Law
Victoria Grubbs, Instructor, Department of African American Studies

Paul Fine, Professor of Integrative Biology

Frances Campbell, MCB Lab Assistant 3

Ivonne del Valle, Associate Professor, Spanish and Portuguese

Paul Flight, Director, UC Choral Ensembles

Colleen Lye, Associate Professor, English

Luther James Obrock, Professor, University of California, Berkeley



Dan Kammen, Professor, Energy and Resources Group, Goldman School of Public Policy,
Department of Nuclear Engineering

Babak Ayazifar, Teaching Professor, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer
Sciences (EECS)

Ari Edmundson, Lecturer, Data Science Undergraduate Studies and the Department of History
Rachel Morello-Frosch, Professor, UC Berkeley School of Public Health and Dept of
Environmental Science, Policy and Management

David Eifler, Environmental Design Librarian, The Library

Robyn Jensen, Assistant Teaching Professor, Slavic Department

Richard B. Norgaard, Professor Emeritus, Energy and Resources Group

Mary Ann Doane, Class of 1937 Professor, UC Berkeley

Kathryn Teigen De Master, Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Policy,
and Management

Edward Tyerman, Associate Professor, Slavic Languages and Literatures

Robert Kaufman, Associate Professor of Comparative Literature, UC Berkeley

Raul Coronado, Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies

Desiree Fields, Associate Professor, Geography and Global Metropolitan Studies

Amanda Jo Goldstein, Associate Professor of English

Yoko Hasegawa, Professor



