Reading Discussion - Developing Anti Racist Teaching
Understanding Elements of White Supremacy Culture

Framing/Introduction: You will be further unpacking the Gorski reading as well as
this week’s other reading. We are continuing to consider how to be an anti-racist
teacher. We are considering how we as teachers may be perpetuating racism in our
teaching as people who participate in this society and have gone through a racist
system. This is an opportunity to reflect and discuss our understandings of racism and
white supremacy

Activity Produce a poster

1. Groups discuss their topic clarifying their understanding
2. Produce a poster responding to this prompt:

“How does this show up in schools and how to dismantle/disrupt”
Be sure to include an explanation of your topic as well as a visual

Group1 - Perfectionism

Group 2 - Sense of Urgency

Group 3 - Defensiveness

Group 4 - Quantity over Quality

Group 5 - Worship of the Written Word
Group 6 - Only one right way

Group 7 - Paternalism

Group 8 - Either/or Thinking

Group 9 - Power Hoarding

Group 10 - Fear of Open Conflict
Group 11 - Individualism and I’'m the Only One
Group 12 - Progress is Bigger, More
Group 13 - Objectivity

Group 14 - Right to Comfort



Group1 - Perfectionism

Group 2 - Sense of Urgency
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Group 3 - Defensiveness

Group 4 - Quantity over Quality



Group 5 - Worship of the Written Word



From the “Dismantling Racism Handbook”:

- ifit's not in a memo, it doesn’t exist

- the organization does not take into account or value other ways in which
information gets shared

- those with strong documentation and writing skills are more highly valued, even
in organizations where ability to relate to others is key to the mission

To clarify the intent behind the poster, our group discussed:



- The importance of providing students with assignments and assessments
beyond just written assignments, including options such as visual art, music,
dance, voice memos, etc.

- We spoke about the power of understanding the historical use of art as
resistance, which further elucidates how and why the overemphasis on written
word has been used as a tool of oppression.

- Given how often school arts programs are underfunded, it could be incredibly
impactful if we as teachers made efforts to support those students who are
passionate about artistic expression through grants, offering students help with
logistics and resources, or at the very least demonstrating interest in students’
artistic endeavors.

Group 6 - Only one right way



Group 7 - Paternalism
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Group 8 - Either/or Thinking



Group 9 - Power Hoarding



Group 10 - Fear of Open Conflict



Group 11 - Individualism and I’'m the Only One



Group 12 - Progress is Bigger, More



Group 13 - Objectivity
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Group 14 - Right to Comfort






