
Lesson 1.2: Building a Collective Society
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Define individualism

Individualism is an 
ideology that emphasizes  
independence, personal 
achievement, personal 
choice, and competition. 
People in individualistic 
cultures believe that they 
have the power to shape 
their own destiny.

What do you see as 
important or valuable about 

individualism?

What limitations or 
problems do you see with 

individualism?
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Define collectivism

Collectivism is an ideology 
that emphasizes duty, 
honor, family, and social 
harmony. People in 
collectivist cultures believe 
that their highest purpose is 
doing what’s best for 
society.

What do you see as 
important or valuable about 

collectivism?

What limitations or 
problems do you see with 

collectivism? 
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Discuss dominant ideology in the 
U.S.

Is the United States more of an individualist society or a 
collectivist society?

How do you know?
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The American dream and the self-made man
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Write a one-sentence logline
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Collectivism—Individualism world map

Source: Geert Hofstede, Dutch social psychologist

What do you 
notice about 
the map?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image source: https://geerthofstede.com/culture-geert-hofstede-gert-jan-hofstede/6d-model-of-national-culture/ 
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Learning from alder trees
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Discussion

How can we use the message behind this text to build a 
more collective society?
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Revise your logline
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“38” by Layli Long Soldier (excerpt 
2)

According to Long Soldier, 
what is challenging about 
sharing a counternarrative?

During the 1800s, Dakota 
leaders ceded land to the 
United States government. 
Why? How does this decision 
demonstrate collectivist 
values?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: https://onbeing.org/poetry/38/
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