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BACKGROUND: 
 
Abington School District’s mission statement notes that: 
 
Building upon the historical and culturally diverse roots of our community and its proud 
traditions, and recognizing the uniqueness of each student, the Abington School District 
promotes excellence as our standard and achievement as the result.   
 
Further, as reflected in the 2019-2022 District Comprehensive Plan, shared values for the 
school district include: 
 

1. Public education, providing opportunities for all children, is the cornerstone of American 
society and essential to the future of our country.  

2. Diversity is a strength and an asset.  
3. Everyone can learn and learning is accomplished in different ways and at different rates.   
4. Every individual has equal human value.  
5. A secure and safe environment and peaceful conflict resolution are essential to learning 

and to society.  
6. The commitment to excellence is essential and worth the effort.  
7. A quality school district requires the allocation of appropriate resources.   
8. Successful individuals and institutions actively engage in the process of reflection and 

improvement.   
9. Shared decision making and active participation strengthen organizations and 

communities.   
10. The involvement of each school family and every member of the community is essential 

to the educational process.   
11. Every individual needs to be prepared to function in a global society.   

  



As highlighted in both the mission statement and in the shared values, it is a commitment of 
Abington School District to serve all children well.  An example of this commitment is the school 
district’s 2004 implementation of the Opportunities to Learn (OTL) initiative.  Through OTL, 
Abington School District made a dedicated effort to narrow achievement gaps by increasing 
the participation of minority students in the gifted program and honors and advanced placement 
classes, increasing the inclusion of special education students in the general education 
program, and increasing opportunities for student support and mentoring.  Building upon this 
successful initiative and with a desire to progress in the area of equitable practices, in 
November 2019, the position of District Equity Officer was established.  A primary task of the 
District Equity Officer is to facilitate further implementation of equitable practices through 
collaboration with stakeholders across the school district. 
 
Committee Charge 
 
The Superintendent’s Committee for Equitable Practices is established to make 
recommendations with regard to Equitable Practices in the Abington School District.  In the 
formulation of its recommendations, the committee is directed to conduct the following action 
steps with stakeholder feedback: 
 

1. Identify and understand district demographics 
2. Analyze data (disaggregated when available) 
3. Define equity and recommend a vision for equity for Abington School District  
4. Analyze District policies and practices within an equity lens and establish 

recommendations for revision as appropriate 
5. Develop and recommend an equity action plan and policy for the school district 

 
To achieve these action steps, the committee will review data regarding the following: 
 

1. Curriculum 
2. Discipline 
3. Academic Achievement 
4. Human Resources 
5. Opportunity and Access 
6. Professional Development 
7. Communication and Family Engagement 
8. School Climate 

  



Committee Membership 
 

Kristopher Brown Chair, District Equity Officer Administration 
Jeffrey Fecher Superintendent of Schools Administration 
James Melchor Assistant Superintendent Administration 
Allie Artur Communications Coordinator Administration 
Stephanie Viola Assistant Director of Elementary Teaching and 

Learning 
Administration 

Toni Butz Director of Teaching and Learning Administration 
Laura Enama Assistant Director of Secondary Teaching and 

Learning 
Administration 

Susanne Alfonso Director of Human Resources Administration 
Judy Bomze Director of Student Services Administration 
Marie Capitolo Assistant Director of Student Services Administration 
Matthew Harris Supervisor of Fine Arts Administration 
Paula Hairston Administrative Assistant Administration 
Angelo Berrios Principal Senior High School 
Bradley Palmer Assistant Principal Senior High School 
Cosimo Fiorino Assistant Principal Senior High School 
Ernest Johnson Assistant Principal Senior High School 
LaVonda Daniels Assistant Principal Senior and Junior High School 
Joseph Tagliaferro Coordinator of Student Services Senior High School 
Todd Vaccaro Director of Athletics Senior High School 
Allison Renye World Language Supervisor Senior and Junior High School 
James Lodewick Supervisor of Secondary English Senior and Junior High School 
David Turetzky School Counselor Senior High School 
Ann Menichelli Teacher Senior High School 
David Ferro Teacher Senior High School 
Giovanna Salas-Wert Teacher Senior High School 
Gretchen Hansen Teacher Senior High School 
Jaime Farrington Teacher Senior High School 
Nicole Caracciolo Teacher Senior High School 
Arielle Baril Student Senior High School 
Autumn Smith Student Senior High School 
Mia Spolansky Student Senior High School 
Molly Cleary Student Senior High School 
Olivia Rodriguez Student Senior High School 
Sydney Cain-Frazier Student Senior High School 
Talia Spolansky Student Senior High School 
David Esterkin Parent Senior High School 
Marguerite Pierre Parent Senior High School 
Melissa Gargan Parent Senior High School 
Tomea Sippio-Smith Parent Senior High School 
Daniel File Principal Junior High School 
Ronald Brison Assistant Principal Junior High School 
Fred Johnson School Counselor Junior High School 
Atiya Nimmons Teacher Junior High School 
Courtney Mack Teacher Junior High School 
Cynthia Fleming Teacher Junior High School 
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Matthew Kurilla Teacher Junior High School 
Melinda Walker Teacher Junior High School 
Patricia Botero Parent Junior High School 
Courtney Parker Parent Junior High School 
Fatima Rogers Principal Copper Beech Elementary 
Alison Bowser Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Marnie Scholl-Moore Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Robin Watts Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Sara Quinn Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Shakir Green Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Sheri Gerson Teacher Copper Beech Elementary 
Lori Schwarz Librarian Copper Beech and McKinley Elementary 
Jeffrey Browne Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
Shameeka Browne Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
Lisa Bistline Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
Louis Growmiller Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
Dana Mensah Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
Laura McClinton Parent Copper Beech Elementary 
James Etlen Principal Highland Elementary 
Heather Fisher Teacher Highland Elementary 
Mary Ryan Teacher Highland Elementary 
Nick Bernardini Parent Highland Elementary 
Tyron Manning Parent Highland Elementary 
Jocelyn Pickford Parent Highland Elementary 
Marie Salle Kim Principal McKinley Elementary 
Melissa Ebo Teacher McKinley Elementary 
Barbara Schenk Teacher McKinley Elementary 
Jennifer Tanay Teacher McKinley Elementary 
Lauren Strohecker Librarian McKinley Elementary 
Tamika Holland Teacher McKinley Elementary 
Michele Cooper Parent McKinley Elementary 
Rian Brown-Beasley Parent McKinley Elementary 
Lisa Guy-Britt Parent McKinley Elementary 
Joshua Perlman Principal Overlook Elementary 
Melissa Hughes Teacher Overlook Elementary 
Mitchell Lee Teacher Overlook Elementary 
Simone Doctor Teacher Overlook Elementary 
Chiquilla Holt Paraprofessional Overlook Elementary 
Kaylie Ramsay Student Overlook Elementary 
Adriene Hobdy Parent Overlook Elementary 
Mary Berkenstock Parent Overlook Elementary 
Sherida Thompson Parent Overlook Elementary 
Malaeika Davidson Parent Overlook Elementary 
Kevin Osborne Principal Roslyn Elementary 
Tyheshia Carmichael Elementary Curriculum Specialist Roslyn Elementary 
Adelina Roach Teacher Roslyn Elementary 
Marissa Fatovic Teacher Roslyn Elementary 
Michael Staszkiw Teacher Roslyn Elementary 
Lyndsay Morgan Principal Rydal Elementary 
Kelly Foley Teacher Rydal Elementary 
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Nary Chou Teacher Rydal Elementary 
Michael Maravento Parent Rydal Elementary 
Damon Jordan Principal Willow Hill Elementary 
Renay Langley Teacher Willow Hill Elementary 
Seth Shirk Teacher Willow Hill Elementary 
Shalon Doctor Teacher Willow Hill Elementary 
Cynthia Brett Paraprofessional Willow Hill Elementary 
Julia Vaughn Community Member  
Cakky Evans Community Member  
Joseph Rooney Community Member  
Mykael Lindsey Community Member  
Carol Godfrey Community Member  
Julie Sudler Community Member  
Margot Clark NAACP  
Kelley Warner Abington Township Police Department  
Drew Kent Abington Township Police Department  
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