
ETHNIC STUDIES





Ancestor

Carter G. Woodson
1875 - 1950

Carter Godwin Woodson was an American historian, 
author, journalist, and the founder of the Association 
for the Study of African American Life and History. He 

was one of the first scholars to study the history of the 
African diaspora, including African-American history

In 1912 he was the second black person to receive 
a doctorate from Harvard, W.E.B. Du Bois was the 

first.

Founded Black History Month: In a press release in 
1926 he announced that the second week of 

February would be Negro History Week, coinciding 
with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and 

Frederick Douglas. In 1976 Negro History Week 
became Black History Month.

“We are going back to that beautiful history and it 
is going to inspire us to greater achievements.” 

-Carter G, Woodson



History
DIRECTIONS:

• On your table, you have a group whiteboard
• As a group, try to list as many events,  groups, or 

people you can think of that are significant to 
American history

• You will have 5 minutes to generate your exhaustive 
list  



• How many people, groups, or 
events did your group write down?

History



Put a ⭐ star next to any people, groups, or  
events that highlight the contributions or 
histories of

• Indigenous Americans
• African Americans
• Asian & Pacific Islander Americans
• Latino Americans
• LGBTQ+ community

How many do 
you have now?
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History



American History



• Ethnic Studies emphasizes the perspectives, histories, 
and cultures of racialized groups that have been 
historically marginalized and underrepresented. 

• It encompasses a variety of subjects, including but not 
limited to African American Studies, Asian American 
Studies, Native American Studies, and Latino/a/x Studies. 

• It critically examines concepts such as race, ethnicity, 
nationality, culture, and identity, and how these interact 
with aspects of society like power, inequality, and social 
justice.

wHAT IS
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Research
• Research shows that a robust ethnic identity and racial awareness 

contribute to better mental health and academic achievement.
• Helps foster cross-cultural understanding among students of color and 

white students and aids students in valuing their own cultural identity 
while appreciating the differences around them.

• Students participating in ethnic studies are more academically engaged, 
develop a stronger sense of self-efficacy and personal empowerment, 
perform better academically, and graduate at higher rates.

• Well-designed and well-taught ethnic studies curricula that teach directly 
about racism produce higher levels of critical thinking and positively 
impact ‘democracy outcomes,’ particularly when they include 
cross-group interaction and especially on White students.

NEA.ORG



Research
Improve Student outcomes 

• graduation rates 
• college and career ready
• Help students feel 

connected to the curriculum 
and to their academics.

A Stanford study in 2016 showed that 

students who had a D average 

improve their grades and attendance 

in all of their classes after taking the 

Ethnic Studies course.

https://news.stanford.edu/2016/01/12/ethnic-studies-benefits-011216/

https://news.stanford.edu/2016/01/12/ethnic-studies-benefits-011216/


ROOTS
Native and Indigenous peoples of Turtle Island (a name for North 
and Central America used by various Indigenous peoples of the 
western hemisphere) have practiced educational pedagogies 
that center resistance, justice, and equity long before the 
introduction of Ethnic Studies as a phrase or academic field.

INDIGENOUS PEDAGOGIES 

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE
Traditional knowledge that has been sustained and carried 
forward in the face of settler-colonialism provides key insight 
into the importance of activism and strategies of resistance 
against oppressive systems

Native and Indigenous pedagogies are diverse but share common 
values. They are place-based, incorporating the cultural, historical, 
environmental, economic, and literary context of students. This approach 
emphasizes learning within the local context, contributing to local 
communities through educational projects, and fostering reciprocity and 
relationality. These pedagogies have influenced the development of 
Ethnic Studies. SOURCE

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Ethnic_Studies/Introduction_to_Ethnic_Studies_(Fischer_et_al.)/02%3A_The_Ongoing_Struggle_for_Ethnic_Studies/2.03%3A_Historical_Roots_of_Ethnic_Studies


Traditions of Education &

Generations of students and activists have had to fight for the 
rights of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) 
communities to receive an education at all. SOURCE

• Native American boarding Schools
• Segregated schools, denied access to education, minimal 

funding (ex. Chinese, Mexican, & African American students
• Instructional methods and systems are designed for the white 

dominant culture

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Ethnic_Studies/Introduction_to_Ethnic_Studies_(Fischer_et_al.)/02%3A_The_Ongoing_Struggle_for_Ethnic_Studies/2.03%3A_Historical_Roots_of_Ethnic_Studies


GOALS
Learn to question the way that traditional textbooks present 
historical information in terms of what is missing or incomplete 

QUESTION TRADITIONAL CONSTRUCTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE

Actively search for people and stories that inspire you during 
each lesson. 

DEVELOP CRITICAL HOPE

Seek out historical narratives that reject stereotypes and offer 
multiple perspectives from many people

SEARCH FOR COUNTERNARRATIVES

MAINTAIN A COMMUNITY GROUNDED PRAXIS
Notice the role of collectivism and community within each 
lesson. Stay involved in your community. 

Artist: Nina YagualSlide info from Marissa King
@coachrissa_phs



Question traditional 
Constructions of 



Texas textbook
The Texas mom posted a Facebook video where 
she showed that the inaccurate description was in 
the textbook's "Patterns of Immigration" section.

"Immigrants, yeah, that word matters," the mother 
says in the video. "'The Atlantic slave trade between 
the 1500s and the 1800s brought millions of workers 
from Africa to the Southern United States to work on 
agricultural plantations. So it is now considered 
immigration."

“This is revisionist history -- retelling the story 
however the winners would like it told.”



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
• Are we getting the full picture?
• Are voices/perspectives left out?
• Can I trust this source/perspective to give 

me the full story?
• Is this perspective truly neutral?
• What tools can I use to help me get the 

other perspectives and stories?

July 20, 2023

New Florida History Standards

Florida’s public schools will now teach 
students that some Black people 
benefited from slavery because it 
taught them useful skills, part of new 
African American history standards 
approved Wednesday that were 
blasted by a state teachers' union as a 
“step backward.”



Search for



DOMINANT NARRATIVE

On your whiteboards note as 
many facts as you can 
connected to Christopher 
Columbus. Do no look up this 
information.



Dominant Narrative

20
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DOMINANT 
CULTURE

Refers to the established 
language, religion, values, 
rituals, and social customs 
on which the society was 

built. It has the most power, 
is widespread, and 

influential within a social 
entity, such as an 

organization, in which
multiple cultures are 

present

DOMINANT 
NARRATIVE

An explanation or story that is 
told in service of the dominant 
culture group's interests and 
ideologies. 

● Serves the people in 
power. 

● Told by the “victor.” 
● Ignores other 

perspectives. 
● Taught as “the truth” 
● Most people have heard it

COUNTER 
NARRATIVE

Counter-narrative refers to 
the narratives that arise 

from the vantage point of 
those who have been 

historically marginalized.

TERMS TO KNOW



How a dominant 
narrative is formed

As you listen. 
Note 
examples of 
how the 
dominant 
narrative 
about 
Columbus 
has been 
formed in the 
US.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNqOGhDMm8k


HORRIFIC treatment of native people began under Columbus 

 Source: A People's History, Howard Zinn

EXPLORING THE COUNTER 
NARRATIVE: 

1. What happened to the enslaved 
Taíno people if they failed to deliver 
the demanded quota of gold?

2. What age group of women were in 
high demand to obtained by men?

3. Who did Columbus and his men kill?

Columbus kidnapped Taíno Indians and enslaved them. Columbus wrote 
the following, “Let us in the name of the Holy Trinity go on sending all the 
slaves that can be sold,”—and “punished.” Columbus ordered that their 
hands be cut off or that they be chased down by vicious attack dogs, if 
they failed to deliver the quota of gold that he had demanded.

In 1500, Columbus wrote to a friend: 
"A hundred castellanoes (a Spanish coin) are as easily obtained for a 
woman as for a farm, and it is very general and there are plenty of 
dealers who go about looking for girls; those from nine to ten (years old) 
are now in demand."

A priest’s first person account “they thought nothing of knifing Indians by tens and twenties and of cutting slices off them to test 
the sharpness of their blades. They forced their way into native settlements, slaughtering everyone they found there, including 
small children, old men, pregnant women, and even women who had just given birth. They hacked them to pieces, slicing open 
their bellies with their swords…They grabbed suckling infants by the feet and, ripping them from their mothers' breasts, dashed 
them headlong against the rocks… they slaughtered anyone on their path ...”

GENOICIDE

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQyNzY2ODUwMjA3OTA4ODcxOTMiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFxck5nam43REJneHVSQzk5cElJTHdVUFlGellWVnE0Qkxtc3dWV2dfXzZnIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVoYW5kRHJhd2luZyIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnNjJhY2VlZGU4NF8wXzE3OSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMXFyTmdqbjdEQmd4dVJDOTlwSUlMd1VQWUZ6WVZWcTRCTG1zd1ZXZ19fNmcvMGI2ZWRhMjItMTBkYy00MzAwLWJiMzUtNzEzMDhlNmFkMzdkIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
https://tainomuseum.org/taino/genocide/




Engage in a 
Community



Lauren

Inspiring ERHS student who 

advocates for more inclusive 

curriculum for CNUSD students. 

• Did her research

• Collected data

• Created an infographic

• Spoke at the school board

• Meet with district 

decision-makers about her goals

A community grounded praxis also means noticing 

times when the people and groups we are learning 

about engage in THEIR communities. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QJLJfGt4NpoJ0orkhI17RV8-y8p4q_cGdJ3z8JETEl8/present?slide=id.p


develop critical



Critical
Critical Hope... 

• Is hope with a plan
• Learns from everything in the past to build a 

better future
• Does not give up 
• Acknowledges the “enemies of hope” but rises 

above them
Slide info from Marissa King
@coachrissa_phs



• Can you name someone that inspires hope 
in others or contribute to positive change in 
their community or society?

STORies INSPIRE



Actively search for people and stories that inspire you during each lesson.



• Racism and Implicit bias challenged
• Prejudice reduction
• Empathy building
• Positive social identities
• Strengthens our democracy

Benefits of 


