
Ethnic Studies
Celebrations and Challenges

EQ: How has the field of ethnic studies 
evolved over the past 50 years,  and 
what are the challenges and push 

backs it faces locally and nationally?



Elder Acknowledgement

Jose Medina

Former Teacher
Taught at Poly High School in RUSD. Spanish, Chicano Studies 
and Ethnic Studies. In addition I teach US History at San 
Bernardino Valley Community College.

Government Leader

California State Assembly (Riverside, CA)

Ethnic Studies Advocate 
CA AB 101, authored by Assemblyman Jose 
Medina (Riverside, CA), made ethnic studies 
course a graduation requirement for all public high 
schools 

“The inclusion of 
ethnic studies in 
the high school 

curriculum is long 
overdue.” 

- Jose Medina



Significant Events for Ethnic Studies

2000s

1980s

1970s

2010s

2020s

1990s

Look at the timeline 
and note:

Timeline by Dr. Daniel Diaz

● 1 facts you learned
● 1 conclusion you can draw
● 1 question you have

1960s

https://www.sutori.com/en/story/a-history-of-ethnic-studies--SdT51J153UKEpU5RtmYnaTeG


CNUSD Ethnic Studies 
Timeline

2019

2021

2022

2023

Ethnic Studies Planning Committee

Pilot Course Proposed 

ERHS offers 1st class

Board Approved

Spearheaded by Ms. Nadine Loza

And approved by CNUSD Curriculum Council

Taught by Mr. Vincent Chen

CNUSD board approves course 3-1 vote



What do  you hoped CNUSD’s ethnic 
studies program will look like in 5 years?

5 years



As you listen complete the reflection handout

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvvMgujD4i8


Push Back | La Raza Studies

A 2010 law banning Mexican American 
Studies courses in Arizona goes to 
trial this week. VICE News speaks to 
the people involved in this racially 
tense case. Six years ago Arizona 
banned Mexican American Studies 
from public schools. 

2017, Judge A. Wallace Tashima ruled 
that the Tucson Unified School 
District had violated the students' 
First and Fourteenth Amendment 
rights by eliminating the Mexican 
American Studies Program in Tucson's 
public schools.

As you watch 
complete the reflection 

handout

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0bbhBeeka8

