LESSON TOPIC
Expansion of Slavery to the West
OBJECTIVES

= | will be able to identify why slavery was expanded to the West and the impact it had
upon African Americans and Native Americans.

STANDARDS

s Social Studies 7.8b: As the nation expanded geographically, the question of slavery in
new territories and states led to increased sectional tensions. Attempts at
compromise ended in failure.

»  Students will examine attempts at resolving conflicts over whether new
territories would permit slavery.
= Students will examine growing sectional tensions.
READING
Chained Migration: How Slavery Made Its Way West by Tiya Miles, p. 22
PRE-READING ACTIVITY

Agriculture —
Enslaver —
Expulsion -
Indian territory —
Indigenous —

Interstate —

“Slavery leapt out of the East and into the interior lands of the Old Southwest in the 1820s and 1830s.”




DURING-READING ACTIVITY

Confirm Challenge Question
What information in this passage | What information in this article is What questions do you have
confirms the story of American new to you or challenges the about what you have read?
History that you have already story of American History that
learned? you have already learned?

POST-READING ACTIVITY




EXTENDED LEARNING




The 1619 Project

Slavery leapt oul of the East
and into the interlor lands of
the Old Southwest in the 1820s
and 1830s. Cotton began to soar
as the most lucrative productin
the global markeipliace just as
the sloveholding societies of
the Souvtheost and Mid-Atlantic
were reaching limits in soil fertili-
ty. To land specuiators, planters,
ambitious settlers and Northermn
investors, the fertile lands to the
west now looked irresistible.
The Native American nations
that possessed the bulk of those
funds stood In the way of this
imagined progress. President
Androw Jackson, an enslaver
from Tennesses famous for brutal
“Indian” fighting in Georgia and
Florida, swoeped in on the side
of fellow enslavers, championing
the Indion Removal Act of 1830.
When Congress passed the bill
by o breathtakingly slim margin,
Chercokees, Creeks, Choctaws,
Chickasaws and Seminoles in the
South os weil as Potawatomis,
Wyandots, Odawas, Delawares,
Shawnees and Senecas in the
Midwest were relocoted to an

uncharted spoace designated
os Indian Territory {including
present-cday Qklahoma and Kan-
sa5). “Removal” as the historian
Clawdio Saunt argues in a forth-
ceming book on the topic, was far
too guiet o word to capture the
viciotion of this mass “expulsion”
of 80,000 people,

As new lands in the Ofd South-

that thelr most profituble export
was no longer tobaceo orrice. A
complex intarstate slave trade
baeome an industry of its own,
This extractive system, together
with ensiavers moving westwith
human property, resulted in the
relocation of approximeately one
millien enslaved black pecple fo

white seltler-colonial popula-
tion that now oceupled former
indigencus ands.
Sioveholding settiers who
had pushed into Texas from
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the American South wanted
o extend coilon agricviiuvre
and increase the numbers of
white arrivals. "i wos slovery

Hahn asserts in A Natlon With-
out Borders.” Armed conflict
between Americun-identified
enslavers and o Mexican state
that outiowed slavery in 1829
was among the cawses of the
Mexican-American War, which
won for the United States much
of the Souvthwest and Californic.

Texas became the West's

popuiation in 1860, “Indion Ter-
ritory™ also held o lurge popu-
lation of enslaved black people.
Mormons, too, kept scores of

who arrived in California, New
Mexico and Oregon before mid-
century usually cams as proper-
ty. Even as most Western states
bonned sfiovery in their new

ers held onfo their properiy-in-
people untl the Civil Waor,
Enslaved men who had served
in the Union Army were among the
first wave of African-Americans
to move west of their own free
will. They served as soidiers, and
{ogether with wives and children
they formed pocket cormnmuni-
ties in Montong, Colorado, New

soldiers centerad on what the
historion Guinturd Tayior has
called “sattler protection” in his
classic 1998 study of African-
Americons in the West, *In Satirch
of the Racial Frontier” Evenwhile
bearing siavery’s scars, black
men found themselves carrying
out orders 1o secure white res-
idents of Western towns, frack
down “outlaws” {many of whom
were people of colof), police the
federaily imposed boundaries
of indion reservations and quell
iabor strikes. “This smail group
of biack men,” Taylor observes,
“oaid o deor price in thelr bid to
earmn the respect of the nation.”




